
The Fiscal Plan and Budget Bills 
HB 287: an appropriations bill for public education and student transportation 
has already made it out of the House, but a draw from the budget reserve to pay 
for it did not pass. It now heads to the Senate where they have a similar bill, SB 
131, that calls for early funding of the education budget to avoid pink slips for 
teachers. 

HB 286: The operating budget has been heard several times and will be heard 
again on Feb. 16th in House Finance.  If you are interested in what has been 
discussed so far, visit www.akleg.gov, search for HB 286 and click on Minutes to 
watch the committee hearings. 

SB 144: The Operating Budget has had several hearings in Senate Finance and 
has many more to come. Senate Finance has also come out with a Committee 
Substitute for the bill.  
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Building Trades 
HB 142: The UI increase bill had another hearing on 2.8.18 and it moved out of 
House Finance — next stop is a vote on the House Floor. Public testimony on this 
bill last week was unanimously in support and included workers, labor leaders, 
and contractors. 

HB 199: This Fish/Wildlife Habitat Protection bill is in response to the Stand for 
Salmon ballot initiative. If it passes, it will remove the initiative from the fall ballot. 
This bill causes concern for labor as it has the potential to greatly reduce or even 
stop resource development and construction projects throughout the State. It has 
had a few hearings, but does not currently have another hearing scheduled. 

Other 
HB 312: The Workplace Violence bill, adding assault on medical professionals 
in the workplace as an aggravating factor, moved out out House Judiciary on 
2.7.18. It is now in House Rules. After that it will head to the House Floor. 

SB 112: The workers’ comp bill does not appear to have any hearings coming 
up. Thank you to all who called in or showed up to testify in opposition to this 
bill. In the meantime, we are asking that you take a moment to write down your 
opposition and submit it to the Senate Labor and Commerce committee so that 
it can be added to the bill packet for future hearings. 

HB 83: The Defined Benefits bill has a hearing Friday February 16th at 3:15 pm 
in House Labor and Commerce. This is the first time it has been heard this year. 

HB 306: The PERS/TRS Distribution bill has a hearing coming up on Monday 
February 12th at 3:15 pm in House Labor and Commerce. This bill seems to 
create additional options for distribution of benefits. When we get more 
information, we will share it. 
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DID YOU KNOW?  
In order to draw funds from 
the Constitutional Budget 
Reserve Fund (our state’s 
savings), a body needs a 
“Super Majority” or a 3/4 
vote.
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