
The Fiscal Plan and the Budget 
SB 19/20/21: the Governor has submitted three budget bills (Capital, 
Operating, and Mental Health), but these are serving as placeholders. The 
detailed budget will be released on February 13th according to the new OMB 
Director, Donna Arduin. Dunleavy’s team have repeatedly said that they have $1.6 
Billions in cuts in the upcoming budget. While they haven’t given any detail about 
what to expect for those cuts, Donna Arduin gave a presentation on Wednesday 
morning in Senate Finance about the process her team is using to decide what 
should be cut. Each Department will evaluate their programs using a low to high 
priority system. 
Much skepticism was apparent from legislators as well as state economists about 
some of the decisions made by Dunleavy’s team, including the fact that they are 
going to consolidate fund sources on the budget presentation “to simplify the 
budget”. This concerned many, as the detailed budget is important to review. 
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The Alaska House and Prefiled Bills 
The Alaska House is not yet organized into a Majority and Minority coalition 
which means nothing of substance can occur: no bills can be read across the 
floor, no committees have been formed, and no hearings can be held.  
There are bills that were prefiled on 1/7 and 1/11 (prior to the Legislature 
gaveling in) that are currently awaiting committee assignment. 
The Alaska Senate and Bills 
The Senate has organized and has committees, allowing for bills to be read 
across the floor and assigned to committees.  

The bills we currently expect to watch are as follows:  
Health Care 
SB 1/ HB17- Repeal Certificate of Need/ HB 1- In Home Care/ SB 7/ HB 13- 
Medicaid Work Requirement 
Public Services and Education 
SB 6 -Pre- Elem Funding/HB 11- Police Officer Benefits/ HB 25- Private Police 
Organization/ HB 18- State Employee Pay 
General Issues 
SB 26/ HB 28- Equal Pay/ HB 30- Workers Comp and PPI 

Hot Button Issues 
The PFD: Varying plans are being proposed to protect the PFD in the 
Constitution. Most are doomed since Constitutional Amendments require 2/3 of 
both bodies to be placed before the voters. 

Privatization: The word from the Administration and the Senate is that they are 
going to be looking to outsource government services. We have seen in other 
states that this tactic rarely saves money, but it does reduce the quality of life for 
the workers as a profit motive is introduced. 
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DID YOU KNOW?  
The House currently has a 
Speaker Pro Tem, Rep. Neal 
Foster, which means he is 
the temporary acting 
Speaker. Until 21 votes can 
be secured for another 
member, business as usual 
cannot be conducted.
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