
Special Session 
Since the House and Senate both gaveled out of the first regular session of the 31st 
Legislature late on May 15th without passing an operating budget among other pieces of 
legislation, Governor Dunleavy immediately called them into a 30 day special session that 
began on May 16. The only bills up for discussion are those on the Executive 
Proclamation: HB 39 (Operating Budget), HB 40 (Mental Health Budget), SB 19 (Capital 
Budget), HB 49 (Crime bill), and a new bill on education appropriations submitted by the 
Governor. As of today, the Senate and the House have both adjourned until Monday. 

HB 39/40: The Operating and Mental Health budgets are still in the conference 
committee and no hearings have been scheduled yet. 
**NOW IS THE TIME TO REACH OUT TO YOUR LEGISLATOR AND URGE THEM TO 
SUPPORT A BUDGET SO WE CAN AVOID A COSTLY GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN** 

SB 19: The Capital budget has not yet passed House Finance. They are holding it while 
they await fiscal information about the newly passed crime bill as they plan on adding 
those funds to this bill. 

HB 49: The crime bill passed the Senate very easily and it is now on its way to the 
Governor. From the public statements made by the Governor, it sounds like he will sign it 
quickly. 

Education Funding: Just this week, both the Senate and the House took up a vote to 
pursue suing the Governor on the ongoing struggle of forward funding for education. In 
both bodies, a majority of the members voted to go forward with legal action. Meanwhile, 
school districts are relying on funds to come their way on July 1. What may happen is that 
the Legislature asks for an injunction first so that the education funding must be 
disbursed on July 1 and for their separation of powers case to be adjudicated after that. 
The current operating budget does not include funding for FY 20 (this July) for education 
since the legislature passed a forward funding bill last year which covered FY 20. It does 
include education funding for FY 21. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Sheraton Anchorage 
Celebration 
June 8th, 5:30 PM-8:00 PM 
The 10 year boycott of the 
Anchorage Sheraton is 
officially over! Let’s celebrate! 
RSVP REQUIRED to attend: 
cherylo@unitehere.org 

Permanent Fund Bills 
HB 1002, 1003, 1004: Rep. David Eastman introduced three PFD related bills on the 
House Floor, none of which are scheduled for any hearings. These three bills have no 
traction. 

HB 1005: The House Finance committee has introduced a PFD bill of their own. The bill 
states that a $3,000 PFD would be paid this year. The caveat on this bill is that future years 
would be halved. Another interesting feature is that the $3,000 PFD wouldn’t solely be 
paid out of the Earnings Reserve Account. A portion of it would be paid out of the 
Constitutional Budget Reserve. HB 1005 had a difficult hearing with public testimony 
which indicates that this bill won’t move in the special session. This means that they may 
decide to include a dividend amount in the budget and see what the Governor does 
(veto or accept) or they could choose to deal with a standalone bill in this session or in a 
potential second special session just about the PFD. We will know more next week 
hopefully as they gavel back in. 

LAYOFF NOTICES/
GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN 

In previous administrations, 
Department of 
Administration has prepared 
and sent out layoff notices 30 
days prior to a potential 
government shutdown. This 
year, Governor Dunleavy 
doesn’t plan to send them 
out until June 14th. He’s able 
to do this per CBA language 
that stays that the 
department shall make every 
effort to send them out 30 
days prior, but that they 
SHALL send them out 10 
business days prior. A 
government shutdown will 
commence on July 1 if an 
operating budget is not 
passed and accepted by the 
Governor. 
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